Italian 401 Modern Italian Media

Talking about Contemporary Life:  An Italian Soap Opera
5 credit hours

Professor: 

Hagerty Hall

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Office hours:  by appointment and regularly as scheduled each quarter

Date/Time of final exam: 

Course Description:

Welcome to Italian 401! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills while learning about a particular topic. This is a repeatable course that provides extensive exposure to Italian media, through which you will learn about topics such as Italian politics, current events, and social issues. The instructor may focus on an Italian soap opera, the evening news, internet resources or newspapers and magazines, and students will be expected to make use of international broadcasting in the Crane Café or to otherwise engage in watching or reading current media outside of class. While exploring Italian events and issues, you will focus on the four language skills: listening, reading, writing, and speaking. New vocabulary will be derived from the texts and topics that you will discuss. Grammar points will be reviewed as necessary, but a certain number of structures will be targeted for focused review or presentation. These grammar points will be referred to as Targeted Structures.

In this version of 401, the course will be centered around a popular Italian soap opera that takes place in Naples. "Un posto al sole" follows the very dramatic lives of a group of young people dealing not only with the usual frustrations of love, work and friendship, but also with a number of crucial issues facing contemporary Italian society, such as the problems of immigration and the disparity between north and south.  You will watch episodes in class, discuss those episodes, make short oral presentations and write essays.  Grammatical structures will be discussed and practiced as they are encountered during viewings and discussion.  The Targeted Structures for this course are: dovere/potere/volere (passato prossimo and other tenses), and piacere e and verbs similar to piacere, object pronouns and double object pronouns, formal/informal imperative with object pronouns. (The grammar topics covered in this course are among the most challenging for students of Italian and, therefore, can and should be covered more than once. If you take this course a second time, the grammar exercises and exam questions will, of course, be different.)

Goals:   

The goals of this course are to improve comprehension skills through exposure to everyday spoken Italian and improve speaking and writing skills through the analysis of the plot and of contemporary issues in Italian culture as revealed in the episodes.

Language:  

This course will be conducted entirely in Italian.

Required texts:

· Marchegiani Jones, Irene and Francesca Italiano. 1995. Crescendo. Boston: Thomson Heinle. (Also on reserve in the Main Library.)
· A good (not pocked-sized) Italian dictionary

· DVD of episodes of “Un Posto al Sole” -- available at Digital Media Services, Hagerty Hall (please provide a blank DVD)
Note: Do not resell Crescendo if you are continuing in Italian. This text will be assigned in all intermediate-level courses and will be a useful text to consult in the advanced courses.

Internet Materials:

http://www.demauroparavia.it/index   -- Italian - Italian dictionary

http://www.unpostoalsole.rai.it/ -- official website for the show

http://www.upas1.it/ -- unofficial website containing synopses of all the episodes

http://www.raiclicktv.it/raiclickpc/secure/teaser.srv?id=21228&path=Home&home=true – recent shows available online

Method of evaluation:

Quality of class participation/Attendance:  

20%

Homework





40%

      5 Oral presentations




      4 Compositions
          Assignments






3 Comprehension, grammar and culture quizzes: 
20%

Final:  





20%

Grading scale:

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	


Comprehension, grammar and culture quizzes: There will be 3 short quizzes (approximately 20-25 minutes each). Do not miss the quizzes. Students will only be allowed a make-up if they contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed quiz without prior notification will count as a zero.

Homework (assignments, oral presentations and compositions): Homework will be assigned each class period to be discussed and/or submitted during the following class period (unless otherwise instructed). Late homework will not be accepted. If you miss class, you must contact a classmate to find out the material covered and assigned and come to the next class meeting with the work completed. Note: There will be four compositions, which will be graded using the rubric attached to this syllabus. Before turning in each composition, there will be an in-class writing workshop in which students will edit and discuss each other’s papers and during which time the instructor will provide feed-back to each student. Students who are Italian majors will submit two portfolio compositions to their on-line assessment portfolio.

As homework in order to prepare for each class, students will watch a designated set of scenes.  Students should also watch scenes that have already been presented to solidify understanding.  

Every day, there will be five student presentations.  Presentations will be graded using the rubric attached to this syllabus.
-The presentations take the following form:

1. Show the scene.

2. Define four challenging vocabulary words in the scene in Italian and give their context, i.e. provide the whole sentence.

3. Give examples of two grammar points in the scene.  For instance:  Franco uses the subjunctive when he says…

4. Summarize what happens in the scene.

5. Ask two discussion questions of the class about the scene and field answers.

6. Show the scene again.

Participation (attendance, quality of classroom interaction): Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, students should prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance and being ready to participate actively and thoughtfully in class. 

Participation in the Carmen discussion board: Periodically during the course students will be asked to post questions or comments on the Carmen discussion board. The instructor will follow the discussion, occasionally post messages, and keep track of participation. Messages are expected to be thoughtful, organized, and well-written.

Final exam: The final exam will test the skills that students have developed throughout the quarter. Students should note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of the final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. There should be no conflicts with exams in other courses.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Please note that this schedule is flexible and subject to change.

Oral presentations begin in week 3.  There will be 5 oral presentations every day.

WEEK ONE:

Introduction

I personaggi

Napoli

Targeted grammar point: dovere/potere/volere (passato prossimo and other tenses)
WEEK TWO:

La storia

1st comprehension exercise

The instructor will show a scene from the soap opera several times.  Fill in the blanks on your exercise sheet.  
Targeted grammar point: object pronouns and double object pronouns 
WEEK THREE:

Oral presentations begin
Episodes
1st 250 word composition due

Writing workshop
WEEK FOUR:

Episodes
1st comprehension/culture quiz

Targeted grammar point: formal/informal imperative (with object pronouns) 
WEEK FIVE:

Episodes
Episodes
Composition  #2 due

Writing workshop

WEEK SIX:

Episodes
2nd comprehension/culture quiz

Targeted grammar point: piacere and similar verbs
WEEK SEVEN:

Episodes 
Episodes

Episodes 
WEEK EIGHT:

Episodes
3rd comprehension/culture quiz

Composition  #3 due [for portfolio]
Writing workshop
WEEK NINE:

Episodes
Episodes

Episodes
WEEK TEN:

Episodes
Students present original episodes
Review/Final composition due [for portfolio]
Writing workshop

FINAL EXAM

French/Italian Evaluation of written work       Name:________________   Grade:___

Categorical Rubric
Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

French/Italian Evaluation of oral work       Name:________________   Grade:______

Categorical Rubric

Amount of language used 
     A   
Student communicates significantly more than required to fulfill the task.

     B   
Student communicates more than required to fulfill the task.

     C   
Student communicates an adequate amount to fulfill the task.

     D   
Student communicates, but amount is less than adequate.

     F   
There is not enough speech to evaluate.

Fluency/Fluidity 
     A   
Speech is smooth and flowing.  No hesitation or rephrasing.

     B   
Speech is smooth for the most part.  Occasional hesitancy.  Some rephrasing.

     C   
Speech is generally hesitant and often choppy.

     D   
Speech is extremely hesitant and choppy.  Frequent pauses and/or unfinished 

            phrases.

     F   
Speech is limited to isolated words or short phrases.  No fluidity whatsoever.

Pronunciation 
     A    No or very little mispronunciation that interferes with comprehension.

     B    Mispronunciation rarely results in misunderstanding.

     C    Several mispronunciations resulting in some confusion and 




misunderstanding.

     D   
Frequent mispronunciation resulting in consistent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Mispronunciation makes comprehension impossible.

Vocabulary 

     A   
Student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriately.

     B   
Student uses a fairly wide range of vocabulary, most of which is used 

            appropriately.

     C   
Student uses an adequate range of vocabulary, but sometimes 



inappropriately.

     D   
Student uses a very limited range of vocabulary and often inappropriately.

     F   
Student shows no command of vocabulary.

Grammar 

     A   
No or few grammatical errors.

     B   
Some grammatical errors that do not result in misunderstanding.

     C   
Several grammatical errors resulting in occasional misunderstanding.

     D   
Many grammatical errors resulting in frequent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Grammatical errors so frequent that communication is totally impeded.

Prepared role play/skits

     A   
Exchange is very well connected and clear with no hesitations.

     B   
Exchange is well connected with very few hesitations.

     C   
Exchange is somewhat choppy due to misunderstandings between 



participants.

     D   
Exchange is unconnected and extremely choppy due to misunderstandings 

between participants.

     F   
Student is unable to maintain her/his end of dialogue.  Totally unconnected.

Prepared Presentation
     A   
Presentation is well organized and content is covered in depth with elaboration 

            and detail.

     B   
Presentation is fairly well organized and content is covered in sufficient depth.

     C   
Presentation is somewhat organized and content is mostly covered adequately.

     D   
Presentation lacks organization and does not cover many significant aspects of


the topic.
     F   
Presentation is disorganized and misses most significant aspects of the topic.
